“Workers, owners, managers, stockholders and consumers are moral agents in economic life.  By our choices, initiative, creativity and investment, we enhance or diminish economic opportunity, community life and social justice.”
 
Moral development is a process starting with the self, followed by “the self as relational” (Abram, 2007, p74). The second step in moral development is virtue ethics which requires participation in order to develop reasoning and understand “relational nature” (Abram, 2007, p74). Relational ethics focuses on the individual and how they interact with others; in this case, the other stakeholders (Creed, Zutshi, & Ross, 2009). Once an individual has reached the point at which they have developed the ability to determine what action is the moral action, they are considered a moral agent Abram, 2007, p74).
The economy is a network of financial transactions; constantly ebbing and flowing with the interactions of users and the fluctuations of the goods supplied and the goods demanded (Li, Liu, Fang, Z, & Chen, 2012). Transactions occur on a basic level because one party has a need and another party can supply that need. All users are stakeholders in the success of the economy, whether impacted directly or indirectly by a transaction (Creed, Zutshi, & Ross, 2009). Systems theory connects each of the stakeholders through transactions and organizations (Creed, Zutshi, & Ross, 2009). This system of economics is so eloquently described in “I, Pencil” by Leonard Reed (2002), who describes the genealogy of a simple number 2 pencil.  He starts with the tree and the numerous people and equipment required to cut the tree down, including the mining of ore in order to create the equipment.  Then the wood needs to be shipped to the millworks to be further reduced in size, then transported again to the pencil factory with its “$4,000,000 in machinery and building” (Reed, 2002, p61).  This genealogy has already included many companies and stakeholders, and the pencil has not even be created yet.
While the transaction itself may be inanimate, the behavior behind it is not.  The transaction may be reliant on need satisfaction, the want for profit, or some altruistic reason (Creed, Zutshi, & Ross, 2009). Values, norms, and acceptable behavior in transactions and trust in those transactions are at the heart of relations, whether they be social or transactional (Creed, Zutshi, & Ross, 2009).  There is a reliance on mutual concern for the end result in the exchange (Creed, Zutshi, & Ross, 2009). The economy requires the active contribution of stakeholders as users and value creators (Bourgon, & Queen's University, 2011). Active citizenry and a civic spirit encourage collective action (Bourgon, & Queen's University, 2011). We have shared access to choices within the economy and a shared responsibility to it (Bourgon, & Queen's University, 2011).  This interconnectedness requires all stakeholders, as moral agents, to act deontologically; it is in the best interest of all involved to be ethical in transacting commerce. 
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“Workers,   owners,   managers,   stockholders   and   consumers   are   moral   agents   in   economic   life.     By   our   choices,   initiative,   cr eativity   and   investment,   we   enhance   or   diminish   economic   opportunity,   community   life   and   social   justice. ”       Moral   development   is   a   process   starting   with   the   self,   followed   by   “the   self   as   relational”   (Abram,   2007,   p74).   The   second   step   in   moral   development   is   virtue   ethics   which   requires   participation   in   order   to   develop   reasoning   and   understand   “relational   nature”   (Abram,   2007,   p74).   Relational   ethics   focuses   on   the   individual   and   how   they   interact   with   others;   in   this   case,   the   other   stakeholders   (Creed,   Zutshi,   &   Ross,   2009).   Once   an   individual   has   reached   the   point   at   which   they   have   developed   the   ability   to   determine   what   action   is   the   moral   action,   they   are   considered   a   moral   agent   Abram,   2007,   p74) .   The   economy   is   a   network   of   financial   transactions;   constantly   ebbing   and   flowing   with   the   interactions   of   users   and   the   fluctuations   of   the   goods   supplied   and   the   goods   demanded   (Li,   Liu,   Fang,   Z,   &   Chen,   2012).   Transactions   occur   on   a   basic   level   because   one   party   has   a   need   and   another   party   can   supply   t hat   need.   All   users   are   stakeholders   in   the   success   of   the   economy,   whether   impacted   directly   or   indirectly   by   a   transaction   (Creed,   Zutshi,   &   Ross,   2009).   Systems   theory   connects   each   of   the   stakeholders   through   transactions   and   organizations   (Creed,   Zuts hi,   &   Ross,   2009).   This   system   of   economics   is   so   eloquently   described   in   “I,   Pencil”   by   Leonard   Reed   (2002),   who   describes   the   genealogy   of   a   simple   number   2   pencil.     He   starts   with   the   tree   and   the   numerous   people   and   equipment   required   to   cut   the   tree   d own,   including   the   mining   of   ore   in   order   to   create   the   equipment.     Then   the   wood   needs   to   be   shipped   to   the   millworks   to   be   further   reduced   in   size,   then   transported   again   to   the   pencil   factory   with   its   “$4,000,000   in   machinery   and   building”   (Reed,   2002,   p61).     This   genealogy   has   already   included   many   companies   and   stakeholders,   and   the   pencil   has   not   even   be   created   yet .   While   the   transaction   itself   may   be   inanimate,   the   behavior   behind   it   is   not.     The   transaction   may   be   reliant   on   need   satisfaction,   the   want   for   profit,   or   some   altruistic   reason   (Creed,   Zutshi,   &   Ross,   2009).   Values,   norms,   and   acceptable   behavior   in   transactions   and   trust   in   those   transactions   are   at   the   heart   of   relations,   whether   they   be   social   or   transactional  

